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he Department of Natural Resources

and University of Puerto Rico signed

an agreement Tuesday to work
together and with federal agencies to make
ocean monitoring data widely available
and develop a coordinated information
system to bring together scattered scientif-
ic information.

The alliance, which also ircludes the
University of the Virgin Islands, will be
known as the Caribbean Regional
Association, and its main effort is to create
a “system of systems” for ocean-related
monitoring, including satellite data, buoys,
maps and tide gauges managed by different
entities.

Under the agreement, the agency and uni-
versities will “accomplish . . . their common
mission and enhance broad user access to
ocean knowledge, data, tools and prod-
ucts,” the document signed Tuesday states.

Its main task is to develop the Regional
Coastal Ocean Observing System, which
will be part of a national network of such
systems being established by the U.S.
National Office for Integrated and
Sustained Ocean Observations, a partner-
ship of agencies that was formed in 2000.

“This system will provide data, informa-
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A young boy plays at the edge of the sand as heavy surf pounds an exposed stretch of
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reef off Piflones on Tuesday. High waves we_;m reported along the north coast.

tion and products on marine and estuarine
systems necessary to the users and to the
general public....It is intended to serve the

needs of users with measurements and

data transmission, data management and
communications, data analysis and model-
ing, the agreement states. -

The Integrated Ocean Observing System

is essentially a “system of systems” that

DNR-UPR pact aims to gather ocean monitoring data

will bring together ocean-related informa-
tion from numerous federal and local enti-
ties.

The UPR, for example, may monitor coral
reefs, while the DNER surveys water quali-
ty, NASA takes satellite photos of weather

systems and the National Oceanic and

Atmospheric Administration monitors
ocean temperature and wave action.

The integrated system is an effort to
improve predictions of climate change and
weather and their effects on coastal com-
munities and the United States, improve
the safety and efficiency of maritime oper-
ation, mitigate the effects of natural haz-
ards more effectively, improve security,
reduce public health risks, protect and
restore coastal ecosystems more effectively
and enable the sustained use of ocean and
coastal resources.

The National Office for Integrated and
Sustained Ocean Observations, or
Ocean.US, was established by Congress and

is supported by 10 agencies including

NOAA, the U.S. Geological Survey, the Navy

and the Environmental Protection Agency.
The information network it is establish-

ing with local partners is the U.S. contribu-

tion to the Global Ocean Observing System

and the Global Earth Observation System
of Systems.




